Generative processes in character classification: Evidence for a probe encoding set.
The role of rehearsal in a varied set memory scanning task was investigated by asking the subjects to rehearse subvocally the one to four target characters cyclically at a self-paced rate until the probe was presented. After making a manual positive or negative response to the probe, the subjects reported the last item rehearsed before the probe was presented. The results indicate that, when the last rehearsed item matched the probe, RTs were significantly faster than when it differed. Mean RTs over target set size were generally well fit by linearly increasing RT functions, with comparable slope values for negative responses and positive responses when the last rehearsal was the same as or different from the probe. The data suggest that rehearsal may reduce the duration of the probe encoding stage through some mechanism of pathway activation by providing the subject with a generated representation of what may appear next as a probe.